
A premier project of the Gillespie County 
Children’s Foundation in Fredericksburg, Texas. 



Gillespie County Children’s Foundation
• Aims to provide enriching opportunities for children and families to enjoy 

together beyond what is available in the classroom.

• As local tourism in Fredericksburg grows, there are fewer engaging options for 
children on Main Street as well as a disconnect between tourists’ high dollar 
experiences and local children’s art exposure in our Title 1 school.



-"Mice on Main," in Greenville, SC 

(http://www.miceonmain.com/mousehunt
hints.html);

-Tiny Doors Atlanta in Atlanta, GA 
(https://tinydoorsatl.com/pages/doors)

- Mudgy and Millie in Coeur D'Alene, ID, 
(https://mudgyandmillie.com/the-trail/).

As part of the art culture, getting children and families exploring the world around them, and showcasing what 
a city has to offer, city scavenger hunts are becoming more popular throughout the United States, such  as . . .

City scavenger hunts have become even more popular the last two years with distant learning and 
social distancing. 

WHY A SCAVENGER HUNT



Bringing it home

• We have a story to tell that is worth 
sharing, passing on, and preserving

• Charming Main Street

• Tourism

• Art and history are a big part of 
what make our town unique

• A growing concern for the lack of 
kid-friendly activities

• Increasing discrepancy between 
tourists’ high dollar experiences 
and local children’s art exposure in 
our Title 1 school.

• Main Street Mockingbirds is an
affordable and sustainable answer 
that does not disrupt the layout of 
the community but is in line with 
the historical and artistic nature of 
the town benefiting both local and 
visiting children alike.

• It provides a unique, timeless, 
learning activity that utilizes art and 
history to meet the growing desire 
for family friendly and cost-
effective options in Fredericksburg.



The story

-

• Main Street Mockingbirds is a public art exhibit and scavenger 
hunt of sculptures based on characters found in a children’s 
historical fiction book

• Mockingbirds chosen for alliteration and because they are the 
state bird of Texas

• The story conveys the founding of Fredericksburg and its early 
development

• It begins in 1846 with a family of 9 mockingbirds watching as 
"strange people, different from the Comanches," head their 
way from the east. 

• As the treaty is signed and the settlers build the town, the 
fledglings leave their parents' nest to make their homes 
alongside the pioneers.

• It utilizes several types of skills and art including an opening 
challenge poem, the storytelling itself, illustrations, historical 
documents to compliment the illustrations, architectural 
details, a closing “treasure map”, and sculptures crafted by an 
acclaimed artist. 



The Sculptor: John Bennett
• Local: lived in Fredericksburg since 2006, and represented locally at 

the Gallery 330 on Main Street (which is the art gallery in the 
scavenger hunt!)

• sculpting since 1976

• designated Texas State Artist by the 81st Texas Legislature in 2010.

• Commissions include bronze sculptures for the Perry and Ruby 
Stephens Charitable Foundation in Kerrville, life-size bronzes of 
Annie Oakley, and Alice Reeves (former schoolteacher and 
granddaughter of a slave) for the Leesburg Public Library in 
Leesburg, Florida. 

• Purchasers include the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame 
in Ft. Worth and the Women’s Museum in Dallas. 

• His work was displayed at the White House in 1999 as part of the 
federal ‘Save America’s Treasures’ project and at the Nimitz 
Museum this past fall.

• Benefit of being local: When available, he is able to connect with 
the local kids. For example, he is explaining the process of clay 
molds becoming bronze sculptures with visuals to the first 
kindergarten class participating in the hunt before they find his 
sculptures! 



The Sculptures

• variations of a bronze mockingbird sculptures based on characters in the book
• placed somewhere near the location hinted at in the book
• The bird's personality & the original use of the building determines the bird’s final 

landing location. 
• For example, “Buck,” the brother with the nest egg and seed savings will be found 

at the Bank of Fredericksburg. 
• Clay molds are currently at the foundry, but the bronzes are anticipated to be 

completed and installed by the first week of May.



“Ace”



“Scout” “Albertina” “Marriette”



“Fiddle” “Ranger” “Willow and Silver Wing*”

*a photo of Silver Wing’s clay mold was not available.



The project not only highlights our own sculptures, the town’s history, and historical 
architecture, but also local pre-existing pieces that might have been overlooked before. 
For example, the final challenge is to find the local May Pole and relate some of the 
images to the history outlined in the book. 



• Our project offers an accessible, lasting, high-quality activity that showcases art, culture, and history and meets the 
growing desire for child-friendly options on Main Street. 

• Authentic sculptures offer a relevant art exhibit keeping children and history on Main Street.

• Poetry, storytelling, illustrations, architecture, and sculptures communicate history demonstrating art’s power to 
connect people and experiences. 

• Collaborative efforts and interactions with surroundings are alternatives to the technology-heavy resources 
saturating contemporary education. 

• Employing map skills, context clues, illustrations, and sculptures; it draws participants from one museum to another 
with stops at the local library and art gallery. 

• Inviting children into otherwise less kid friendly venues, gives them permission to enjoy these enriching locations.



• The sculptures will be accessible to any child anytime. 

• Books will be given to the local library and schools with author readings, 
guided field trips, and visits from the local sculptor and illustrator. 

• We are currently working on field trip planning with the public school to 
compliment its 2nd grade curriculum on local history.

• A sculptor visit is already scheduled at one of the kindergartner classes 
the week before they go on the hunt.

• An author reading is already scheduled at one of the libraries with a 
guided hunt to follow. 

• Sculptures crafted by an acclaimed sculptor promote art discovery, captivating 
local and visiting children alike looking to enjoy art both in and out of galleries. 

• Informational cards outlining the project will be sent home with students, 
available on Main Street and at the Visitors’ Bureau, and provided to local 
B&B’s.

• Teachers, parents, caregivers and the program coordinator of this project will 
utilize the book and be the primary guides through this project. The locations 
of the sculptures including both museums, the art gallery, and the library will 
have knowledgeable staff to help answer questions that arise during the 
activity.

• Books and souvenir figurines will be available for purchase on-line and at 
varying stores on Main Street for visiting families with book sales benefiting 
the foundation to support the project and to continue to provide similar 
experiences. 

• Apart from the field trips, an initial project launch and book signing to meet 
with the author, illustrator, and sculptor will be held at the Pioneer Museum 
on Fredericksburg’s Founder’s Day as the children’s portion to the grand finale 
celebration of the 175th Anniversary of the town. It is free to the public. 

Making it accessible  . . . 



Dankeschön

Thank you for your time and consideration in helping us 
bring this multifaceted project to the children of our 

community!


