
TEXAS BOOK
FESTIVAL
READING
ROCK STARS
Connecting authors and readers through experiences that
celebrate the culture of literacy, ideas, and imagination.



WHAT IS
READING ROCK
STARS?

The Texas Book Festival’s Reading Rock
Stars program is a hands-on literacy
initiative that sends nationally
recognized authors and illustrators into
Title I Texas schools to inspire young
readers with dynamic presentations and
copies of the featured book to take
home. For many students, this will be
the first book they have ever owned.

The program’s goal is to awaken
children’s desire to read and help them
see the possibilities in artistic creation
by meeting and interacting with authors
and illustrators.



HOW READING
ROCK STARS
WORKS

Once authors are chosen, the Texas Book Festival creates curriculum
guides that include language and art project prompts. The experience of
a single book flourishes into a world of possibility for students to
become writers and illustrators themselves.

Reading Rock Stars is a high touch, high
quality program. Authors are chosen that
resonate with the students and support
principles of diversity, equity, and inclusion. 



Reading Rock Stars actively incorporates art projects that
enhance a student’s reading experience. With Jarrett and
Jerome Pumphrey's The Old Boat, first graders learned how to
create stamps from recycled materials similar to the ones used
by the Pumphrey Brothers to render their simple story about  
 environmental damage and restoration. Students learn that
important stories are told through words and art.

AN ARTISTIC
APPROACH

TO LITERARY LEARNING



CREATING AN 
ARTISTIC SPACE

To prepare for the authors’ visits, the entire school is decorated
with artistic and literary projects. Rio Grande Valley students
welcoming David Bowles were encouraged to create
illustrations of their own border town experiences.

When Aracely Alvarado visited this Rio Grande Valley school
decorations ranged from a bulletin boards filled with artistic
interpretations of her nighttime subject to creating owl puppet
storyboards to  enhance and celebrate her book Luminous
Moon, Where are You? 



Why is the
program
essential?

Research from the National Literacy Trust
indicates that children who say they own a book
are 15 times more likely to read above the level
expected for their age than their peers who say
they don’t own a book (28.8% vs 1.9%) and are
four times less likely to read below the expected
level (12.9% vs 48.1%).

Aligned with Texas Women for the Arts' and
Texas Cultural Trust's arts education mission,
the Texas Book Festival focuses on the literary
arts, nurturing students’ writing and reading
skills. Meeting an author and illustrator and then
becoming an owner of of the featured book is a
meaningful way for children to achieve their full
literacy potential. 



DIVERSITY,
EQUITY, AND
INCLUSION

Reading Rock Stars focuses on a demographic faced with several critical areas of
need in Texas education. In Texas, the barriers to academic success are a reality. In
the Austin Independent School District, 49.5% of the students are considered at-risk,
53% are economically disadvantaged, and 28.2% have limited English proficiency.
The Texas Book Festival is committed to offering programs that serve these
students.

 TBF’s School & Community Programs Coordinator
Michelle Hernandez says, “We are intentional about
including authors who represent the beautiful cultures
and communities of the students we serve through our
programs and work collaboratively with schools and
authors to create meaningful, engaging experiences
focused on reading, writing, and art.”



PROGRAM
IMPACT

3,915 books for six schools in the Rio Grande Valley

2,035 books for four schools in Houston

2,374 books for six schools in Dallas and Fort Worth

Every student in a Reading Rock Stars school
receives a signed book from the Texas Book
Festival, personally handed to them by the author.
In 2021-22, we purchased: 

4,673 books for ten schools in the Austin

13,000 books total to students in Texas Title I
schools



How is this
different
from other
programs?

More than just a single day, RRS builds excitement around every
aspect of the book, inspiring a joy of reading beyond just the ability to
read. The Texas Book Festival believes in the life-changing power of
reading, but this must be nurtured and encouraged.

We choose award-winning authors such as Vanessa
Brantley-Newton, Raúl III, Jon Scieszka, and
Jacqueline Woodson who personally hand every
single child in the school a new, hardcover, signed
copy of their book. In this way, the student is
recognized as an active and celebrated part of the
literary and artistic community.

Jon Scieszka, former U.S. National Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature has said, “Reading Rock Stars is one of the best programs I
have ever seen. And I’ve seen a lot. Reading Rock Stars connects kids
with books in an exciting, meaningful, and practical way. Every state
should have this program.”
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FUTURE OF
READING ROCK
STARS

OUR STRATEGIC PLAN
An important goal of the Texas Book
Festival’s strategic plan is to expand
programming across Texas through
Reading Rock Stars. We plan to add a
program in El Paso in the late-fall
2022.

Scaling sustainably, while maintaining
the quality of the program, is central to
our plan. If we can first expand within
geographic regions with the program,
the cost per school goes down. Further,
by growing the program in existing
school districts, we deepen relationships
with educators, local community leaders,
volunteers, and donors.



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

 CONSIDERATION


