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Arts Grant Application

ZACH Performing Arts 
School Scholarships



ZACH Theatre respectfully requests a 
grant of $20,000 from Texas Women for 
the Arts to support our Scholarship Fund 
for ZACH Performing Arts School.

Over many years, ZACH Theatre has built a robust education 
program through our Performing Arts School, bringing engaging 
and intensive theatre training to the young people of Austin and 
Central Texas. However, in order to ensure high-quality arts 
education from renowned, professional theatre artists, the 
tuition costs to attend our program are kept at rates that may 
be untenable for young people from communities traditionally 
underserved by the arts.

We at ZACH have been committed to taking in a diverse body of 
students, regardless of their socioeconomic status. Therefore, it 
is vital for us to seek out external sources of funding to offset 
the costs of providing scholarships for students in need. We 
hope Texas Women for the Arts will consider contributing to 
ZACH Performing Arts School and support our efforts to bring 
the joy of theatre to thousands of young people.



About ZACH Theatre

Founded in 1932, ZACH is the longest 
continuously operating theatre in 
Texas and Central Texas’s largest 
professional producing theatre 
company. ZACH creates exceptional 
theatre experiences that inspire and 
engage the Austin community while 
cultivating empathy, igniting joy, and 
transforming lives. ZACH engages 
nearly 140,000 patrons and students 
annually through a year-round season 
plays and musicals in our Mainstage 
and Family Series productions, as well 
as a vibrant education and outreach 
program offstage.



About ZACH 
Performing Arts School

For over 40 years, ZACH’s 
Education Department has been 
providing training for young 
performers and aspiring artists 
through our Performing Arts 
School. ZACH offers theatre arts 
classes for all levels and abilities, 
and students focus on artistry, 
creativity, and collaboration. Led 
by professional teaching artists, 
we offer year-round theatre arts 
education and training to 
students ages 4-18 in Acting, 
Musical Theatre, Improvisation, 
Scene Study, Dance, Voice, and 
Creative Drama.



The Performing Arts School offers theatre arts 
education through three tracks

AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES

ZACH offers several engaging 
classes on a variety of topics 
for young people interested 
in learning the fundamentals 

of performing.

PRE-PROFESSIONAL 
COMPANY

Serious students interested 
in pursuing a career in 

Theatre may audition to 
join this program, in which 
they train year-round in a 

conservatory-style 
structure.

FOUR YEAR COLLEGE-BOUND 
CONSERVATORY

For those students committed
 to the arts as their career, 

ZACH offers intensive 
coursework in performance 

skills with a focus on 
performing arts-based career 

and college preparation.



Impact
● ZACH’s Performing Arts 

School engages about 3,000 
students each year.

● In 2021, approximately 
$80,000 in scholarships 
were awarded to students 
in need.

● Approximately 100 students 
receive financial assistance 
each year.

● ZACH students have been 
accepted into 30 of the top 
performing arts schools in 
the country, and have 
performed on ZACH stages 
and in touring shows like 
Hamilton.



Testimonials
“My family and I just want to extend a very warm thank you for creating such an 
inclusive, safe and welcoming place for children. This week, my son, who is 7 years old 
and a wonderfully silly boy who happens to have autism, attended the ‘Moana’ camp at 
the ZACH North Campus. We chose this Camp because last year he had a wonderful 
experience, and this week shined even brighter than last year! He was very nervous to 
attend, and after the first day couldn't stop talking about how much he loved it. When he 
made it clear he was not comfortable doing the performance on the last day, the 
teachers then created a job for him as DJ so that he could feel included but still feel 
comfortable and be in the performance. As a parent of a child with special needs, I 
cannot express the relief and joy we feel seeing him so happy and feeling safe and 
confident." –Parent of a Scholarship Recipient

“One of the greatest things to come out of the pandemic for me as a father is to witness  
the joy that Once [the student] experiences through improv. As well as I thought I knew 
Once, I never anticipated that she would respond as enthusiastically as she has to 
improv. While I think that Once’s insight and empathy play a role in how comfortable she 
is in an improv setting, I think a LOT of why Once has taken to improv so enthusiastically 
is because of you! You are gifted at making personal connections with each student, so 
that each student feels safe. I appreciate you so much!” –Parent of a Recreational Track 
Student



Thank you for 
considering our 

application.

We hope you will 
support ZACH Theatre!


